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TEN TIPS TO AVOID DESIGN PITFALLS 
FOR YOUR HOME REDESIGN OR REMODEL 

 
There is nothing more disappointing than having a major mishap in the 

middle of your plans for updating or renovating your home. Here are some 
tips to help you avoid the common pitfalls.  

 
1) Always remember: if it is worth doing, it is worth doing right. There is nothing worse 

than ordering a sofa or other piece of furniture, only to find that it doesn’t fit through 
the door/up the stairs/or in your room. Begin with a complete plan for all of the pieces 
of furniture you’ll need in your room before you make a single purchase.  Tape out the 
sizes of the pieces you think you need on the floor if you can. Take into account any 
doorways or stairways needed to move those pieces into your space. This exercise will 
save you a lot of disappointment when the furniture arrives.  
 

2) Sometimes a major renovation calls for the homeowners to move out, but some people 
believe they can weather the storm and save some money in the process. Remodeling is 
a messy business, even if your contractor and workmen leave the site tidied up at the 
end of every day. The dust that accumulates is unavoidable, and the noise is even worse. 
Most contractors like to begin early in the day, so there is no sleeping in. And people 
get pretty tired of looking at a construction site day in and day out. Consider this 
aspect a part of the cost of renovating, especially if most of an entire floor of your home 
will be under construction.  

 
3) Expecting your painter to come up with a winning color scheme for your walls is like 

asking your electrician to pick out all of your decorative light fixtures for you. Neither 
one will be able to give you the proper assistance for the aesthetics, because that’s not 
their job. When left to their own devices, the best you’ll get is white walls and generic 
fixtures. Ask the experts, hire a designer who likes to do color consulting, or bring your 
room measurements to a lighting store in your area and ask for advice on style and size 
for your room.  

 
4) Shopping for tile for a floor, bath, or kitchen? Remember that even though that terrific 

marble travertine tile may be a $5.00-a-square-foot bargain, the installation cost will be 
2 to 3 times that cost per square foot. It’s tempting to cash in on a tile sale and make the 
purchase, but the cost of installation can quickly blow a renovation budget. 
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Ten Tips to Avoid Design Pitfalls / P. 2 
 

5) Remember two things when remodeling your home: A) Call your insurance company to 
update it for the new space or addition. B) If you are adding a room or space to your 
home, be aware that the tax man cometh; your property will be reassessed and your 
taxes will increase. Be sure to include these items in your budget. 
 

6) When planning a redesign of a room or a full-scale remodel, think about your future. 
Will elderly parents be moving in sometime in the coming years? How long do you plan 
to remain in the home?  A full-scale kitchen remodel or room addition designed for a 
large family might seem like expensive overkill in four or five years when the kids have 
left the nest.  

 
7) Do you find that you never use that beautifully decorated living room or formal dining 

room?  These are dollars that could have been better spent converting these rooms for 
other uses. Turn the dining room into a craft room or office. Maybe the living room 
could be better used as a library or a home theatre. One family converted their living 
room into a play space for the kids, which evolved into a study hall for them later on. 

 
8) Designers often get calls from panicked homeowners asking for help with a project 

after the bathroom or kitchen has been demolished and the cabinets ordered. At that 
point it’s too late to change the layout without an expensive change order, and all of 
your aesthetic choices will be restricted to those items that are available immediately. 
Your contractor or subs will not wait until you have made your decision, they will be on 
to other projects. Not fun! 
 

9) Never hire the least expensive person for the job. Typically, if you have received three 
bids from contractors, the middle bid is a much safer bet. Even so, if the middle bid 
seems too low, it probably is. Some contractors will deliberately underbid a project to 
acquire the job, then will be adding on charges for all of the items they forgot to include 
in your bid 

 
10) Homeowners who run out of cash before the job is completed usually started without a 

budget. Make all of your selections for that new family room or other project, find out 
the costs, and compile a budget for all items. Include some room for the cost of a 
consult or design by a professional interior designer or architect if you need one, along 
with sales tax and installation costs. And add at least a 10% contingency fund for 
unexpected expenses. Some projects can be done in stages, but it’s best to know what 
you are in for ahead of the game.  

 
 
 


